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Introduction

Thank you for becoming a member of the Cochrane Renal Group. As a
new member you will receive a Cochrane Renal Group pen (as a way to
say thanks), regular newsletters, notices about upcoming meetings and
issues relevant to our group. There is no obligation as a member to
anything, however, you can contribute in several ways.

e Conducting a systematic review
e As a referee of systematic reviews

e Notifying the editorial base of any randomised controlled trials in kidney
disease currently being undertaken or not published

e Carrying out hand-searching of journals particularly those that are not
listed in Medline, and those published in languages other than English

e Sending abstract books of conference proceedings to the Editorial Base
e Offering technical or other support to members of the group
® Providing Consumer input

Of these, the most important task is the development of systematic
reviews, and in the following sections we have provided some guidance.
If you have any queries at all please contact the Editorial base.

How we can help you

The Renal Group’s aim is to make the review process as painless as
possible. For example you will have access to and help with:

e Access to the Renal Group’s register of trials and we will provide a list
of relevant trials

e Support with developing additional electronic and handsearching
strategies

e Data collection checklists, which describes the inclusion criteria for
studies, quality issues, and the collection of relevant data.

Provide free workshops for all our authors
Handbooks and software
Phone and email support

If required we will provide 1-2 weeks at the Editorial Base to help
develop and complete reviews and protocols
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The Review Process

The Cochrane Collaboration is an organisation committed to improving
health care practice through the production of systematic reviews. If you
think that you may be interested in undertaking a review for the Cochrane
Renal Group, the first thing to do is to approach the Editorial Base in
Sydney.

Enquiries about the Cochrane Renal Group’s review process are
most welcome and will not be viewed as a commitment to
undertake a review.

[ Registration of title }

3 months l
Submission of 4 weeks Review and
Protocol y comments
(editorial

Integration in

Review Group
module 6-12 months

\ Submission of 4 weeks Review and
completed < >
. comments
review

(editorial

Publication in
Cochrane Library

A Cochrane review is submitted in four stages:
1. The title

2. The protocol

3. The review

4. Updating

From idea to title

Once you think you would like to undertake a Cochrane Renal Group
review, please notify the Editorial Base of a topic area you are interested
in. They will assist you in formulating your idea into a title that fits within
the scope of the group and doesn’t overlap with any existing titles. You
will then be asked to complete a 'Title Registration Form’. The Cochrane
Collaboration has a set format for titles so please refer to page 6 of this
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booklet. When your title has been approved by the editorial office, you
will be assigned a unique identifier. Your registered title is then circulated
to all other Review Groups to ensure there is no crossover. If you
discover that your idea for a review is already being addressed, you may
be able to collaborate with them or develop an alternate idea.

An information booklet on writing a protocol will be forwarded to you on
registration of your title. New booklets shall be forwarded at each stage
of the review process.

After title registration

It is important that you read Chapter 2 of the Cochrane Handbook
for Systematic Reviews of Interventions: Format of a Cochrane
Review.

Chapter 2 indicates the methods and layout of a Cochrane review: reviews
must conform to the specifications outlined in this section. This section
will be forwarded to you on registration of your title. However reading it
beforehand is of great benefit (you can read and/or download from
www.cochrane-handbook.org).

The Cochrane Renal Group’s aim is that all reviews undertaken for the
group will be published in the Cochrane Database of Systematic Reviews
(CDSR) within The Cochrane Library. The Cochrane Library is the main
‘product’ of The Cochrane Collaboration: it contains all the Cochrane
reviews and protocols produced by the different Review Groups, in
addition to a number of important, related databases.

Developing a protocol

Protocols expand on the title to describe the review.

As a rough guide, your protocol will need to address the following

issues:

1. The specific purpose (question to be answered) of the review

2. The comparison groups (as the stated comparisons are central to each

review, particular care should be taken with their development)

3. The sources and search methods used to find evidence (primary
studies)

. Explicit criteria for deciding which studies to include in the review

. Avoidance of bias in the selection of articles

. Reasons for excluding studies from the review

. Appropriate criteria for assessing the quality of the studies

. Appropriate methods (whether qualitative or quantitative) for
combining the findings

When you have developed your protocol to your own satisfaction, it should

be submitted to the Editorial Base. This means it will be entered into the

Renal Group’s referee process, en route to inclusion in The Cochrane

Library.

cONOUThA
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Submission of the protocol is taken as your agreement to
undertake a Renal Group systematic review. Therefore, you
should only submit the protocol if this is your intention.

Headings of a Cochrane protocol

(Extract from Chapter 2 of the Cochrane Handbook for Systematic
Reviews of Interventions)
Text:
BACKGROUND
OBJECTIVES
CRITERIA FOR SELECTING STUDIES FOR THIS REVIEW
TYPES OF STUDIES
TYPES OF PARTICIPANTS
TYPES OF INTERVENTION(S)
TYPES OF OUTCOME MEASURES
SEARCH STRATEGY FOR IDENTIFICATION OF STUDIES
DATA COLLECTION AND ANALYSIS
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
References:
ADDITIONAL REFERENCES

Developing your review

Your protocol describes your review methods and it will guide you in
developing your review. The editorial process for reviews is similar to that
for a protocol.

When you have completed your review to your own satisfaction it should
be submitted ‘formally’ to the Editorial Base. This means that it will again
be entered into the Renal Group referee process. The same referees of
the protocol also referee the review, with the addition of our Statistical
Advisor. The comments from all referees will be provided to you by the
Managing Editor. Following any necessary revisions and approval by the
Editorial Team, the completed review is submitted to The Cochrane
Library for publication. Once your review is published you are entitled to
a free subscription to The Cochrane Library and you will receive a copy
four times a year.

Updating your review

As the aim of The Cochrane Collaboration is to provide up to date
information, you will be expected to update your review as required. This
may involve inclusion of new trials relevant to your title or responding to
comments and criticisms. The Trials Search Coordinator will regularly
search the Trials Register for you and notify you when new trials are
published.

In addition to updating your review, you may be contacted concerning
issues relating to you review. You are expected to reply to these
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comments and criticisms within an appropriate time frame, and they will
appear in the next issue of The Cochrane Library.

How long should a review take?

A Cochrane review is never ‘finished’. There are, however, steps along
the way that we can roughly estimate.

Title to protocol approx. 3 months
Protocol to review approx. 6-12 months
Updates at least every 2 years (regular literature

searches are made by the Trials Search
Coodinator for you)

Cochrane title format

The basic title format is

[intervention] FOR [health problem]
eg Antibiotics for acute bronchitis

Where two active interventions have been compared, the structure is:

[Intervention A] VERSUS [intervention B] FOR [health problem]
eg Immediate versus delayed treatment for cervical intraepithelial
neoplasia

Where the type of people studied or the location of the intervention is
mentioned explicitly, the format is:

[Intervention] FOR [health problem] IN [participant
group/location]
eg Inhaled nitric oxide for respiratory failure in preterm infants

Sometimes it might be necessary to specify that the intervention is for
preventing, treating, or preventing and treating the problem(s)
concerned.

[Intervention] FOR [preventing and/or treating] [health problem]
IN [participant group/location]
eg Pool fencing for preventing drowning in children

Amodiaquine for treating malaria

For many prophylactic interventions there is often no specified ‘health
problem’

[Intervention] IN or FOR [participant group/location].

eg Restricted versus liberal water intake in preterm infants
Home-based social support for socially disadvantaged mothers
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Cochrane Renal Group topic areas and scope

The Cochrane Renal Group's scope covers the following major areas of kidney
disease.

Acute kidney injury

Chronic kidney disease

End-stage kidney disease

Kidney transplantation

Drugs and the kidney

Renovascular hypertension

Urinary tract infections

Nephrolithiasis

Published reviews, protocols and registered titles

To date we have 91 reviews and 76 protocols published in The Cochrane Library
(www.thecochranelibrary.com) (Issue 12, 2010 release date December 2010). In
addition we have 61 titles registered with our group. To see the most up-to-date
list please go to http://www.cochrane.org/reviews/en/topics/89.html.

YVVVVYVYYVYYVY

Published reviews

1. Aldosterone antagonists for preventing the progression of chronic kidney disease
Sankar D Navaneethan, Sagar U Nigwekar, Ashwini R Sehgal, Giovanni FM Strippoli

2. Altered dietary salt intake for preventing and treating diabetic kidney disease
Rebecca J Suckling, Feng J He, Graham A MacGregor

3. Angiotensin converting enzyme inhibitors and angiotensin Il receptor antagonists for preventing the progression
of diabetic kidney disease
Giovanni FM Strippoli, Carmen Bonifati, Maria E Craig, Sankar D Navaneethan, Jonathan C Craig

4. Antibiotic duration for treating uncomplicated, symptomatic lower urinary tract infections in elderly women
Monika Lutters, Nicole B Vogt-Ferrier

5.  Antibiotics for acute pyelonephritis in children
Elisabeth M Hodson, Narelle S Willis, Jonathan C Craig

6. Antibiotics for preventing recurrent urinary tract infection in non-pregnant women
Xavier Albert, Isabel Huertas, Inmaculado Pereiro, José Sanfélix, Victoria Gosalbes, Carla Perrotta

7.  Antifungal agents for preventing fungal infections in solid organ transplant recipients
Elliott Geoffrey Playford, Angela C Webster, Jonathan C Craig, Tania C Sorrell

8. Antihypertensive agents for preventing diabetic kidney disease
Giovanni FM Strippoli, Maria E Craig, Jonathan C Craig, Jicheng Lv, Vlado Perkovic

9. Antihypertensive treatment for kidney transplant recipients
Nicholas B Cross, Angela C Webster, Philip Masson, Philip J O'Connell, Jonathan C Craig

10. Antimicrobial agents for preventing peritonitis in peritoneal dialysis patients
Giovanni FM Strippoli, Allison Tong, David W Johnson, Francesco Paolo Schena, Jonathan C Craig

11. Antimicrobial agents for treating uncomplicated urinary tract infection in women
Anca Zalmanovici Trestioreanu, Hefziba Green, Mical Paul, John Yaphe, Leonard Leibovici

12. Antiviral medications for preventing cytomegalovirus disease in solid organ transplant recipients
Elisabeth M Hodson, Jonathan C Craig, Giovanni FM Strippoli, Angela C Webster

13. Atrial natriuretic peptide for preventing and treating acute kidney injury
Sagar U Nigwekar, Sankar D Navaneethan, Chirag R Parikh, John K Hix

14. Bicarbonate versus lactate solutions for acute peritoneal dialysis
Zheng Gang Bai, KeHu Yang, Jinhui Tian, Bin Ma, Yali Liu, Lei Jiang, Jiying Tan, Tian Xi Liu, Iris Chi

15. Biocompatible hemodialysis membranes for acute renal failure
Alvaro Alonso, Joseph Lau, Bertrand L Jaber
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Calcimimetics for secondary hyperparathyroidism in chronic kidney disease patients
Giovanni FM Strippoli, Allison Tong, Suetonia C Palmer, Grahame J Elder, Jonathan C Craig

Calcium channel blockers for preventing acute tubular necrosis in kidney transplant recipients
llona R Shilliday, Mohammed Sherif

Catheter type, placement and insertion techniques for preventing peritonitis in peritoneal dialysis patients
Giovanni FM Strippoli, Allison Tong, David W Johnson, Francesco Paolo Schena, Jonathan C Craig

Cellulose, modified cellulose and synthetic membranes in the haemodialysis of patients with end-stage renal
disease

Alison M MacLeod, Marion K Campbell, June D Cody, Conal Daly, Adrian Grant, Izhar Khan, Kannaiyan S
Rabindranath, Luke Vale, Sheila A Wallace

Chinese herbal medicine Huangqi type formulations for nephrotic syndrome
Wei Yuan, Juan Wang, Taixiang Wu

Continuous ambulatory peritoneal dialysis (CAPD) versus hospital or home haemodialysis for end-stage renal
disease in adults

Luke Vale, June D Cody, Sheila A Wallace, Conal Daly, Marion K Campbell, Adrian Grant, Izhar Khan, Alison M
MacLeod

Continuous ambulatory peritoneal dialysis versus automated peritoneal dialysis for end-stage renal disease
Kannaiyan S Rabindranath, James Adams, Tariq Z Ali, Alison M MacLeod, Luke Vale, June D Cody, Sheila A
Wallace, Conal Daly

Correction of chronic metabolic acidosis for chronic kidney disease patients
Paul J Roderick, Narelle S Willis, Sara Blakeley, Chris Jones, Charles Tomson

Corticosteroid therapy for nephrotic syndrome in children
Elisabeth M Hodson, Narelle S Willis, Jonathan C Craig

Cranberries for preventing urinary tract infections
Ruth G Jepson, Jonathan C Craig

Cranberries for treating urinary tract infections
Ruth G Jepson, Lara Mihaljevic, Jonathan C Craig

Cytomegalovirus prophylaxis with antiviral agents for solid organ transplantation
Cecile Couchoud-Heyer

Double bag or Y-set versus standard transfer systems for continuous ambulatory peritoneal dialysis in end-stage
renal disease

Conal Daly, Marion K Campbell, June D Cody, Adrian Grant, Izhar Khan, Paul Lawrence, Alison M MacLeod,
Kannaiyan S Rabindranath, Luke Vale, Sheila A Wallace

Duration of antibacterial treatment for uncomplicated urinary tract infection in women
Gai Milo, Eugene Katchman, Mical Paul, Thierry Christiaens, Anders Baerheim, Leonard Leibovici

Effects of nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drugs on postoperative renal function in adults with normal renal
function
Anna Lee, Michael G Cooper, Jonathan C Craig, John F Knight, John P Keneally

Emergency interventions for hyperkalaemia
Brian A Mahoney, Willard AD Smith, Dorothy Lo, Keith Tsoi, Marcello Tonelli, Catherine Clase

Extra-corporeal shock wave lithotripsy (ESWL) versus ureteroscopic management for ureteric calculi
Ghulam Nabi, Paul Downey, Francis X Keeley, Graham M Watson, Samuel McClinton

Extracorporeal shock wave lithotripsy (ESWL) versus percutaneous nephrolithotomy (PCNL) or retrograde
intrarenal surgery (RIRS) for kidney stones

Attasit Srisubat, Somkiat Potisat, Bannakij Lojanapiwat, Vasun Setthawong, Malinee Laopaiboon

Fish oil for kidney transplant recipients

Andy KH Lim, Karen J Manley, Matthew A Roberts, Margaret B Fraenkel

Fluids and diuretics for acute ureteric colic
Andrew S Worster, Crispen G Richards

Frequency of administration of recombinant human erythropoietin for anaemia of end-stage renal disease in
dialysis patients

June D Cody, Conal Daly, Marion K Campbell, Cam Donaldson, Izhar Khan, Luke Vale, Sheila A Wallace,
Alison M MacLeod

Growth hormone for children with chronic kidney disease
Dushyanthi Vimalachandra, Elisabeth M Hodson, Narelle S Willis, Jonathan C Craig, Christopher T Cowell, John
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Haemodiafiltration, haemofiltration and haemodialysis for end-stage kidney disease
Kannaiyan S Rabindranath, Giovanni FM Strippoli, Conal Daly, Paul J Roderick, Sheila A Wallace, Alison M
MacLeod

Haemoglobin and haematocrit targets for the anaemia of chronic kidney disease
Giovanni FM Strippoli, Sankar D Navaneethan, Jonathan C Craig, Suetonia C Palmer

Heparin and related substances for preventing diabetic kidney disease
Jun Li, Hong Mei Wu, Ling Zhang, Bin Zhu, Bi Rong Dong

HMG CoA reductase inhibitors (statins) for dialysis patients
Sankar D Navaneethan, Sagar U Nigwekar, Vlado Perkovic, David W Johnson, Jonathan C Craig, Giovanni FM
Strippoli

HMG CoA reductase inhibitors (statins) for kidney transplant recipients
Sankar D Navaneethan, Vlado Perkovic, David W Johnson, Sagar U Nigwekar, Jonathan C Craig, Giovanni FM
Strippoli

HMG CoA reductase inhibitors (statins) for people with chronic kidney disease not requiring dialysis
Sankar D Navaneethan, Francesca Pansini, Vlado Perkovic, Carlo Manno, Fabio Pellegrini, David W Johnson,
Jonathan C Craig, Giovanni FM Strippoli

Human albumin for intradialytic hypotension in haemodialysis patients
Patricia M Fortin, Ken Bassett, Vijaya M Musini

Hydroxyethyl starch (HES) versus other fluid therapies: effects on kidney function
Allison B Dart, Thomas C Mutter, Chelsea A Ruth, Shayne P Taback

Immunoglobulins, vaccines or interferon for preventing cytomegalovirus disease in solid organ transplant

recipients
Elisabeth M Hodson, Cheryl A Jones, Giovanni FM Strippoli, Angela C Webster, Jonathan C Craig

Immunosuppressive agents for treating IgA nephropathy
Ruchdi Barakat, Donald A Molony, Joshua A Samuels

Immunosuppressive treatment for focal segmental glomerulosclerosis in adults
Norbert Braun, Frank Schmutzler, Catalina Lange, Annalisa Perna, Giuseppe Remuzzi, Narelle S Willis

Immunosuppressive treatment for idiopathic membranous nephropathy in adults with nephrotic syndrome
Arrigo Schieppati, Annalisa Perna, Javier Zamora, Giovanni A Giuliano, Norbert Braun, Giuseppe Remuzzi

Interleukin 2 receptor antagonists for kidney transplant recipients
Angela C Webster, Lorenn P Ruster, Richard McGee, Sandra L Matheson, Gail Y Higgins, Narelle S Willis,
Jeremy R Chapman, Jonathan C Craig

Intermittent versus continuous renal replacement therapy for acute renal failure in adults
Kannaiyan S Rabindranath, James Adams, Alison M MacLeod, Norman Muirhead

Interventions for bone disease in children with chronic kidney disease
Denis F Geary, Elisabeth M Hodson, Jonathan C Craig

Interventions for haemolytic uraemic syndrome and thrombotic thrombocytopenic purpura
Mini Michael, Elizabeth J Elliott, Greta F Ridley, Elisabeth M Hodson, Jonathan C Craig

Interventions for HIV-associated nephropathy
Ismail Yahaya, Olalekan A Uthman, Muhammed Mubashir B Uthman

Interventions for idiopathic steroid-resistant nephrotic syndrome in children
Elisabeth M Hodson, Narelle S Willis, Jonathan C Craig

Interventions for minimal change disease in adults with nephrotic syndrome
Suetonia C Palmer, Kushma Nand, Giovanni FM Strippoli

Interventions for preventing and treating kidney disease in Henoch-Schdnlein Purpura (HSP)
Wattana Chartapisak, Sauwalak Opastirakul, Elisabeth M Hodson, Narelle S Willis, Jonathan C Craig

Interventions for preventing bone disease in kidney transplant recipients
Suetonia C Palmer, David O McGregor, Giovanni FM Strippoli

Interventions for preventing infection in nephrotic syndrome
Hong Mei Wu, Jin-Ling Tang, Zhao Hui Sha, Youping Li, | Cao
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Interventions for preventing infectious complications in haemodialysis patients with central venous catheters
Margaret McCann, Zena EH Moore

Interventions for primary vesicoureteric reflux
Elisabeth M Hodson, Danielle M Wheeler, Grahame H Smith, Jonathan C Craig, Dushyanthi Vimalachandra

Interventions for renal vasculitis in adults
Giles Walters, Narelle S Willis, Jonathan C Craig

Interventions for treating sexual dysfunction in patients with chronic kidney disease
Mariacristina Vecchio, Sankar D Navaneethan, David W Johnson, Giuseppe Lucisano, Giusi Graziano, Valeria
Saglimbene, Marinella Ruospo, Marialuisa Querques, Emmanuele A Jannini, Giovanni FM Strippoli

Long-term antibiotics for preventing recurrent urinary tract infection in children
Gabrielle Williams, Lei Wei, Anna Lee, Jonathan C Craig

Low protein diets for chronic kidney disease in non diabetic adults
Denis Fouque, Maurice Laville

Methenamine hippurate for preventing urinary tract infections
Bon San B Lee, Judy M Simpson, Jonathan C Craig, Tushar Bhuta
April 2010

Modes of administration of antibiotics for symptomatic severe urinary tract infections
Annette Pohl

Non-corticosteroid treatment for nephrotic syndrome in children
Elisabeth M Hodson, Narelle S Willis, Jonathan C Craig

Nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drugs (NSAIDS) versus opioids for acute renal colic
Anna Holdgate, Tamara Pollock

Nutritional support for acute kidney injury
Yi Li, Xi Tang, Jugian Zhang, Taixiang Wu

Oestrogens for preventing recurrent urinary tract infection in postmenopausal women
Carla Perrotta, Mireya Aznar, Raul Mejia, Xavier Albert, Cheen Werne Ng

Pharmacological interventions for preventing complications in idiopathic hypercalciuria
Joaquin Escribano, Albert Balaguer, Filomena Pagone, Albert Feliu, Marta Roqué i Figuls

Physical measures for treating depression in dialysis patients
Kannaiyan S Rabindranath, Janet Butler, Paul J Roderick, Sheila A Wallace, Conal Daly, Alison M MacLeod

Polyclonal and monoclonal antibodies for treating acute rejection episodes in kidney transplant recipients
Angela C Webster, Tanya Pankhurst, Fiona Rinaldi, Jeremy R Chapman, Jonathan C Craig

Pre-emptive treatment for cytomegalovirus viraemia to prevent cytomegalovirus disease in solid organ

transplant recipients
Giovanni FM Strippoli, Elisabeth M Hodson, Cheryl A Jones, Jonathan C Craig

Prostaglandin E1 for preventing the progression of diabetic kidney disease
Han Wang, Jue Lin Deng, Jirong Yue, Jun Li, Yan Bin Hou

Protein restriction for children with chronic kidney disease
Swasti Chaturvedi, Colin Jones

Psychosocial interventions for depression in dialysis patients
Kannaiyan S Rabindranath, Conal Daly, Janet Butler, Paul J Roderick, Sheila A Wallace, Alison M MacLeod

Quinolones for uncomplicated acute cystitis in women
Vladimir V Rafalsky, Irina V Andreeva, Elena L Rjabkova

Recombinant human erythropoietin for chronic renal failure anaemia in pre-dialysis patients
June D Cody, Conal Daly, Marion K Campbell, Izhar Khan, Kannaiyan S Rabindranath, Luke Vale, Sheila A
Wallace, Alison M MacLeod, Adrian Grant, Susan Pennington

Routine intraoperative ureteric stenting for kidney transplant recipients
Colin H Wilson, Aftab B Bhatti, David A Rix, Derek M Manas

Short versus standard duration oral antibiotic therapy for acute urinary tract infection in children
Mini Michael, Elisabeth M Hodson, Jonathan C Craig, Sarah Martin, Virginia A Moyer
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Loop diuretics for patients receiving blood transfusions (title)

Maintenance calcineurin inhibitor levels for kidney transplant recipients (title)

Nutritional supplements for adults with end-stage kidney disease on renal replacement therapy (title)
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Pentoxifylline for chronic kidney disease (title)
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Single versus simultaneous-double paediatric donor organs for adult kidney transplant recipients (title)
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Uric acid lowering therapies for chronic kidney disease (title)

Vascular access surveillance for patients on haemodialysis (title)

Vascular access type for people on chronic haemodialysis (title)
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